
JUMPING INTO CIVICS 
 

Purpose:  Students will identify and recognize vocabulary associated with Civics. 

 

Suggested Grade Level:  3 

 

History & Social Science SOL:  Civics 3.10, 3.11 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed: 

1. Vocabulary words and definitions (examples provided) 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Type vocabulary words and definitions (if not using those provided)  

2. Make as many copies as you need groups. 

3. Cut out vocabulary and definitions separately. 

4. Place cones on one side of the room and vocabulary and definitions across on the other side. 

5. Put students in groups behind cones. 

 

Directions: 

1. Divide students into groups (depending on number of words/definitions) 

2. On the “go” signal, instruct students to jump, one at a time, to retrieve one of the pieces of 

paper on the other side of the room. 

3. When students return, instruct the next person in line to do the same. 

4. Continue until all words/definitions have been retrieved. 

5. Instruct students to pair the vocabulary and its definition together as a group. 

6. When the group feels they have all of the proper words with their definitions, have them 

show you they are ready to be checked by participating in an assigned exercise. 

7. Check for correctness. 

8. Review answers as a class. 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. Laminate words for repeated use. 

  

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Play outside and have students do different physical activities. 

2. When the first person comes back, make the next person find the match to what they brought 

back. (i.e., if they bring back the word government, the next person must bring back the 

definition to government). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                                     
 



 
Lesson: Jumping into Civics 

 

citizen 

A member of the 
country who shows 
loyalty to the 
government and is 
protected by it 

community 
A place where people 
live, work and play 

laws 

Rules people live by 
that tell them what 
they must or must 
not do 



rights 
Freedoms protected 
by the government 

government 

A group of people 
who make rules and 
laws, carry out rules 
and laws, and decide 
if rules and laws have 
been broken 

life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness 

Three principles of 
our government 
 



republican form of 
government 

A representative 
democracy 

equality 
All people must be 
treated fairly 

 

 


